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Walker	  Tower	  
Record	  sell	  2014	  
$	  50.9	  million	  penthouse	  



53	  West	  53°	  street	  (MoMA	  Tower)	  –	  Jean	  Nouvel	  architect	  	  



520	  Park	  Avenue	  
31	  residences,	  ranging	  in	  price	  from	  $	  16,2	  million	  for	  the	  less	  expensive	  full-‐floor	  apt	  
to	  $	  130	  million	  for	  triplex	  penthouse	  



Barclay	  Tower	  
Verizon	  Building	  
	  
Prices	  will	  range	  from	  	  
$	  1,4	  million	  for	  a	  1	  
bedroom	  apt	  	  
to	  $	  15	  million	  for	  a	  5	  
bedrooms	  apt	  



The	  Elizabeth	  
Tadao	  Ando	  Architect	  
	  
Prices	  start	  from	  	  
$	  5,9	  million	  apt	  
To	  $	  15	  million	  apt	  
	  



515	  High	  Line	  
Soo	  K.	  Chan	  Architect	  
(Singapore)	  	  
	  
$	  5	  million	  apt	  to	  $	  25	  million	  apt	  



520	  west	  28	  street	  (High	  Line)	  	  
Zaha	  Hadid	  architect	  	  

37	  units	  –	  lowest	  price	  $	  4	  million	  	  
highest	  $	  24	  million	  )	  	  
	  



Elliman	  Report	  –	  Miller	  Samuel	  Inc.	  Manha"an	  Decade	  2004-‐2013	  



Source:	  Jonathan	  Miller	  



New	  Amsterdam	  –	  seconda	  metà	  del	  Seicento	  
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Figure 3.1: Casimir Goerck’s 1796 map of the Common Lands (Source: Black, 1967 

[1891])   

New	  York	  –	  Survey	  of	  Common	  Lands	  1796	  
	  
Jefferson’s	  Land	  Ordinance	  1785	  
US	  Rectangular	  Survey	  System	  for	  systema*cally	  
se"ling	  Western	  Lands	  	  
	  



1811	  Commissioners	  Plan	  
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Figure 5.7: “Corporation Improvements” and the chaos that unfolded as buildings 

“tumbled promiscuously into the mass of worthless ruins” (Source: Lamb, 1896)  

 

 

Figure 5.8: The Mills and neighbors’ houses in the middle of 6th Avenue (Source: Randel, 

c. 1819) 
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Figure 5.1: Making way for the “path of progress,” looking north up 2nd Avenue from 

42nd Street in 1860 (Source: Spann, 1988) 

 
and diarrheal diseases, alone remain to recall the original conditions.”6 The ghosts of 

buried streams, it seems, still have the ability to affect the world of the living, for better 

or for worse.7 While such non-human actors (and their associated hybrids)8 can surely 

claim to have been de facto victims9 of the onslaught of the grid, their human brethren 

were the only ones given de jure status by the courts and the political machines of the 

nineteenth century. It is to this latter group of victims that I shall now turn to examine 

                                                 
6 Hill and Waring (1969), “Old Wells and Watercourses of the Island of Manhattan,” Historic New York: 
The Half Moon Papers, [1897], I. Goodwin, Royce and Putnam. Long Island: Ira J. Friedman, Inc., 224. 
7 Hill and Waring note that many wetlands in Manhattan “were filled in as they lay, and upon them were 
constructed houses up whose walls the foul dampness continually crept, and whose cellars were veritable 
lairs of disease and death.” What they do not point out is the fact that the lower classes were 
disproportionately impacted by such living conditions. These same hydrological conditions, however, 
actually benefited a number of trees: “The little stream [called Ash Brook near the “foot of East Twenty-
fifth Street”] was crowded out of existence many years ago, but some of the oaks that once shaded its banks 
remained to watch over its grave, and are still standing,—or at least were standing, a short time ago.” Ibid., 
242.  
8 Latour (1993), We Have Never Been Modern, [1991], translated by Catherine Porter, Cambridge, Mass: 
Harvard University Press, 11. 
9 This is not to deny that these “victims” were also active agents, with their own mechanisms of resistance 
to the “armies of street openers,” whether physical or biological.  
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Figure 3.2: The Commissioners’ Plan of 1811, surveyed by John Randel Jr., and 

published by William Bridges (Source: Cohen, 1988)   

 

 

 

Figure 3.3: The Haerlem Marsh, as laid out on the Randel Farm Maps (Source: Randel, 

c. 1819)    
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Figure 3.4: A “well-beaten” path through marshlands near the then-imaginary Avenue A 

and 15th Street (Source: Randel, c. 1819) 

 

          

Figure 3.5: The complexity of the pre-grid landscape between the then-imaginary blocks 

of 125th through 133rd Streets and 9th through 12th Avenues of the Commissioners’ Plan 

(Source: Randel, c. 1819)  

Commissioners’	  surveyor	  John	  Randel	  Jr.	  
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Figure 5.2: An idealized view of Turtle Bay, where Edgar Allen Poe frequently went 

swimming and boating in the 1840s (Source: Brown, 1924) 

 

 

Figure 5.3: Mount Tom, an “immense rock” near 84th Street and Riverside Drive where 

Poe “would sit silently for hours gazing out upon the Hudson” (Source: Brown, 1923)   
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UTILITY	  AND	  BEAUTY	  OF	  THE	  CARTESIAN	  GRID	  




